Swedish American Genealogist
Volume 38

Number 4

Article 4

12-1-2018

Who is the new SAG editor?
Geoff Morris

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.augustana.edu/swensonsag

Recommended Citation
Morris, Geoff (2018) "Who is the new SAG editor?," Swedish American Genealogist: Vol. 38: No. 4, Article
4.
Available at: https://digitalcommons.augustana.edu/swensonsag/vol38/iss4/4

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Swenson Swedish Immigration Research Center at
Augustana Digital Commons. It has been accepted for inclusion in Swedish American Genealogist by an authorized
editor of Augustana Digital Commons. For more information, please contact digitalcommons@augustana.edu.

Who is the new SAG editor?
A man with a wide and long experience in both Swedish and American genealogy
BY GEOFF MORRIS
After fifteen years, Elisabeth Thorsell has
decided to retire from her position as
editor of Swedish American Genealogist quarterly journal a.k.a. SAG.
After a diligent search, Elisabeth along
with Jill Seaholm recommended me for
the position which was later approved by
the editorial committee and Swenson Center Board.
As the next editor of Swedish American Genealogist, I took over on 1 January
2019.
Unlike Elisabeth, Nils William Olsson,
and other previous editors, I do not have a
background of publishing books or journals. So why did the committee and board
choose me?
My background is multifaceted in the
Swedish language, genealogical skills, and
experience in instructional design. This
combination is ideal to build upon the
shoulders of Elisabeth, Nils William, and
the other previous editors.
I began doing Swedish research over
thirty years ago when my mother, a native
of Sweden, taught me the ropes of Swedish genealogy. My mother (Ulla-Britt
Fröberg Morris) came to the U.S. in 1959
and continued doing Swedish genealogy
as a professional. She started my interest
and I learned a lot from her. My home was
Swedish speaking, and living for two years
(1987-1989) in Sweden enhanced my
language skills.
ln 2000 I started as a fulltime member
of the Nordic Reference Team at the Family History Library, where I still work.
During these years, I have contributed
to the FamilySearch Wiki for Swedish research, and have helped patrons to solve
their very diverse Swedish genealogy
problems. I have lectured on Swedish
genealogy both in the U.S. and in Sweden,
and have visited most of the Swedish regional archives.
In 2014, I founded The Swedish Genealogy Guide that offers free research
tools and instruction. See p.26 for the web
address.

I’m grateful and humbled by the opportunity to continue the great tradition of
Swedish American Genealogist. I’ve
always been impressed by the quality of
the SAG quarterly through the years.
Clearly, it was shaped by the great knowledge and experience of Nils William Olsson, Elisabeth Thorsell, and the editorial
committee and staff at the Swenson Swedish Immigration Research Center to promote Swedish biography, genealogy, and
history. Further, the journal informs and
instructs Swedish genealogists in the great
adventure of research. I’m excited to be
a part of this legacy.

Editor’s note:
Geoff lives in the Greater Salt Lake area
with his family, and just turned 50. We
have known each other for many years, and
he is a good knowledgable guy.

Geoffrey Fröberg (Geoff) Morris (2018.
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Geoff Morris’s e-mailaddress:
SAGeditor@gmail.com

Thank you!
This issue of SAG is the last edited by Elisabeth Thorsell. On behalf
of the Swenson Center, many readers, and a community of SwedishAmerican genealogists I have the pleasure of extending a heartfelt
thanks to her for her many important contributions as editor of
Swedish American Genealogist. Elisabeth’s first issue was 2004:1,
and it included such intriguing topics as Abraham Lincoln’s Swedish
photographer (by Nils William Olsson) and an article on Swedes in
the Brooklyn Daily Eagle (by Elisabeth herself).
During her fifteen-year tenure, a stimulating variety of articles by
authors in North America and Europe have been published in SAG.
Even though it has changed in layout, it still carries on in the spirit
that Nils William Olsson had when he started the journal in 1981. Its
continued success is in no small measure due to Elisabeth’s hard
work. We wish her all the best in retirement and are happy that she
will continue attending the SAG workshops and as a contributor to
SAG.
Ett stort tack, Elisabeth!
Dag Blanck, director of the Swenson Center and publisher of SAG.
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